Resources for Advent

,.

IN THIS ADVENT SEASON
Remember Persecuted Christians

Advent is a time of preparation. It’s a time for seeking the
presence of God in our world and watching for the “renewal of all
things” (Matthew 19:28). It's a time when we remember that the
presence of God came down two thousand years ago in the form of an
infant, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. This child
was the Messiah. Jesus. Immanuel. God with us.
During Advent, we turn our hearts and minds to the first and
second comings of our King. We reflect upon the mystery of His
coming and what it means for how we live our lives. We
acknowledge that Christ does not save from afar, but meets us right
where we are with an outstretched hand. He walked among us. He
dwelled with us. He went to the margins. God became flesh (John
1:14). He became poor (2 Corinthians 8:9). He became one with the
oppressed, the vulnerable, and the persecuted. And He calls us to do
likewise.
In this Advent season, let us allow our reflections upon the
incarnation of Jesus to inspire and prompt us to be His hands and feet to
one another. And to whom is Jesus closer than to those who suffer
persecution for His name? Out of love for our brothers and sisters who
suffer daily for the name of Jesus, let us be His hands and feet to
them. Let this be our joyous privilege and our urgent task.

Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in
prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.
- Hebrews 13:3 (NIV)

Sample Liturgy Service
This liturgy service may be adapted to fit your needs
and can be used freely and without prior permission.

SERVICE FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
This service uses the New American Bible (Revised Edition)

Service theme: red and white. Red for the persecuted and white for the martyrs of
Revelation 6:11.
Introductory Hymn: O the Deep Deep Love of Jesus
Reader 1: “Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny
himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” Matthew 16:24–25.
Reader 2: “Then they will hand you over to persecution, and they will kill you. You will be
hated by all nations because of my name. And then many will be led into sin; they will
betray and hate one another. Many false prophets will arise and deceive many; and because
of the increase of evildoing, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who perseveres to
the end will be saved.” Matthew 24:9–13.
Reader 1: “Beloved, do not be surprised that a trial by fire is occurring among you, as if
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice to the extent that you share in the
sufferings of Christ, so that when his glory is revealed you may also rejoice exultantly. If
you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God
rests upon you.” 1 Peter 4:12–14.
Reader 2: “Remember the days past when, after you had been enlightened, you endured a
great contest of suffering. At times you were publicly exposed to abuse and affliction; at
other times you associated yourselves with those so treated. You even joined in the
sufferings of those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property,
knowing that you had a better and lasting possession.” Hebrews 10:32–34.
Reader 1: “When he broke open the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those
who had been slaughtered because of the witness they bore to the word of God. They cried
out in a loud voice, “How long will it be, holy and true master, before you sit in judgment
and avenge our blood on the inhabitants of the earth?” Each of them was given a white
robe, and they were told to be patient a little while longer until the number was filled of
their fellow servants and brothers who were going to be killed as they had been” Revelation
6:9-11

A Selected Reading from Bishop Angaelos of the Coptic Orthodox
Church, United Kingdom
Once again, we find ourselves experiencing pain before which words seem insufficient. I
have previously addressed victims of terrorist acts; I have addressed their families; I have
even addressed those who may have had an opportunity, even in some small way, to
advocate for or support those most vulnerable.
This time, however, I feel a need to address those who perpetrate these crimes.
You are loved. The violent and deadly crimes you perpetrate are abhorrent and
detestable, but you are loved.
You are loved by God, your creator, for he created you in his image and according to his
likeness, and placed you on this earth for much greater things, according to his plan for
all humankind. You are loved by me and millions like me, not because of what you do,
but what you are capable of as that wonderful creation of God, who has created us with a
shared humanity. You are loved by me and millions like me because I, and we, believe in
transformation.
Transformation is core to the Christian message, for throughout history we have seen
many transformed from being those who persecuted Christ himself and Christians to
those who went on to live with grace. We believe in transformation because, on a daily
basis, we are personally transformed from a life of human weakness and sinfulness to a
life of power and righteousness. We believe in transformation because the whole message
of the cross and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is to take humanity from the bonds
of sin and death to a liberation in goodness and everlasting life. Our world is certainly
suffering from the brokenness of our humanity, but it is our responsibility, personally
and collectively, to encourage and inspire ourselves and all those whom we meet along
our path to a life of virtue and holiness and the love and forgiveness of all.
This, of course, is far from the reaction that many may have expected, but the Christian
message is just that: to look at our world as through the eyes of God, who loves all and
who desires that all be liberated through him.

A Selected Reading (Continued)
I grieve, certainly for those who have lost their lives, for those who mourn and for those
who will continue to be adversely affected by these tragic experiences; but I also grieve for
a young man who sees it not only justifiable, but glorious, to take the lives of other young
men and women and deprive his and their families of enjoying them as they grow and
mature.
No family should lose a son in this way, even if they are partially or wholly responsible for
his flawed ideology. This loss might be to that ideology, to incarceration as a result of his
actions and choices or, in the worst case, in taking his own life, along with others,
regardless of the great cost to those left behind. In the same way, no family deserves to lose
children and members who merely go about their day to enjoy their God-given right to
exist, whether it be by attending a concert, taking a pilgrimage to a monastery, simply
walking through city streets, or in any other way.
I also grieve for those who considered it a victory to board a bus filled with pilgrims and
execute children, women and men purely for refusing to denounce their faith, as we saw
happen to Coptic Christians in Menia only yesterday [May 26, 2017].
What is increasingly obvious is that many of these attacks come about due to a loss of the
meaning and comprehension of the sanctity of life, our own or that of others; so join me
in praying for the brokenness of our world that causes parents to lose their children,
children to lose their parents and humankind to lose the humanity for which it was
created.
What is important is not that this message be read, but that it be communicated; not that
it be accepted, but that it be understood as another perspective; and not that it should be
fully embraced, but that it may create at least a shadow of a doubt in the minds of those
intent on inflicting harm and pain.

Hymn: Be Thou My Vision
Reader 2: “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have salvation and power come,
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Anointed. For the accuser of our
brothers is cast out, who accuses them before our God day and night. They conquered him
by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; love for life did not deter them
from death. ” Revelation 12:10–11.
Reader 1: “I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the
human race. He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will
always be with them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more
death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away’” Revelation 21:3–4.
Short reflection or homily (6-8 minutes)
Prayers of the People:
Let us pray for the people of Syria, who are still struggling to find refuge after years of
violence, unrest, and persecution. Let us pray for the Christians being forced to flee their
homes because of abductions, executions, and destruction. Lord, strengthen Patriarch
Ignatius Aphrem II of the Syriac Orthodox Church and grant him wisdom and resources to
serve all people. Bring peace to Syria and relief to the persecuted. We ask this through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us pray for the people of Iraq, who continue to face the violence of ISIS. We pray for the
Christians of Mosul and the Nineveh Plains. We pray for the Christians and other
persecuted minorities living in refugee camps in Northern Iraq. Lord strengthen Louis
Raphaël, Chaldean Catholic Patriarch of Babylon, and Mar Gewargis III, CatholicosPatriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East, and grant them wisdom and resources to serve
all people. Bring peace to Iraq and relief to the persecuted. We ask this through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
Let us pray for the people of Nigeria, who experience severe violence and tension in many
communities because of religious and ethnic differences. We pray for all who were martyred
for their faith and all Christians who are the targets of violent attacks. We pray that you
would strengthen every Christian who calls on your name. We ask this through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People (Continued)
Let us pray for the people of China, who are facing a new wave of persecution from the
government. We pray for those Christians for whom it is even dangerous to gather for
prayer and worship. May your strength fill them and your grace sustain them. We
pray that the pastors and leaders of the Church who are being interrogated and
threatened by government agents. May they receive the peace that surpasses all
understanding. We pray that you would strengthen every Christian who calls on your
name. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us pray for the people of North Korea who are under a brutal regime. We pray for
Christians who are severely persecuted, and who risk their lives every day for the name of
Jesus. We pray for those believers being held in labor camps. May they know your comfort
in the midst of their circumstances. We pray for the pastors and leaders of churches in
North Korea, grant them wisdom and resources to serve all people. We pray that you would
strengthen every Christian who calls on your name. We pray for freedom to the people of
North Korea and relief to the persecuted. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Moment of Silence
Reader 2 Let my prayer be incense before you; my uplifted hands an evening offering.
Psalm 141:2
Lighting of Candles of Remembrance (Music Playing)
Ubi Caritas
Blessing
Processional

Reception with Light Snacks to Follow

Advent Prayer Calendar
With daily verses and prompts for prayer, our
Advent Prayer for the Persecuted Church calendar
will enrich your Advent experience. Please visit
kingdommissionsociety.org/advent-prayer-calendar
to view and print.

Children's Resources

Daniel in the Lion's Den (Daniel 6)

Daniel, a young man who loved God, lived
in the kingdom of Babylon. King Darius
named 120 men to be leaders over his kingdom.
Then he named three other men to be the
bosses over those leaders. Daniel was one of the
bosses. Daniel showed that he could do better
work than the other leaders and captains
because God was with him. This made the
other leaders jealous. They tricked King Darius
into making a decree that for thirty days no
one could pray to any god or man but King Darius
himself; and anyone who broke this command
was to be thrown into a den of lions. But Daniel
kept praying to the God of Israel.

King Darius liked Daniel, so when he found
out Daniel had broken his law, he was angry with
himself for making the law. Hoping that Daniel
would be delivered, he ordered Daniel to be thrown
into the den. The next morning, King Darius hurried
to the lions’ den to check on Daniel. He called
out to Daniel from outside the den, “Did your
God save you?” “Yes!” replied David. “God sent
his angel to shut the lions’ mouths and they
have not hurt me!” The king was delighted. He
commanded his servants to let Daniel out of the
den. Then he wrote a statement “to all peoples”
saying that Daniel’s God was great and should
be honored by everyone.

Colored By:

Daniel in the Lion's Den (Daniel 6)
Ask: What is persecution?
• Persecution can mean someone is treated differently, arrested, put in
jail, or attacked because they believe in Jesus or tell others about
him. In some places and times, Christians have even been killed for
their faith.
Ask: How was Daniel persecuted?
• His government made a law that said he couldn't pray to God. When
Daniel didn't obey, he was arrested and thrown into a lion's den
because they wanted to make an example out of him.
Ask: Why do people in some areas persecute Christians?
• In some places, the leaders of the country want people to honor
them and not God. People in some places worship different gods and
don’t want Christians telling them about the true God. In John
15:20-21, Jesus tells his disciples that they will be persecuted
because people do not know the one who sent Jesus into the world
(they don't know God).
• But Jesus said that he will always be with us (Matthew 28:20), and in
the book of Revelation, the Bible lists [seven] different promises for
those who follow Jesus until the very end:
o First Promise: The right to eat from the tree of life (Rev 2:7).
o Second Promise: You will not be hurt by the second death.
(Rev 2:11).
o Third Promise: Hidden manna, a white stone, and a new
name (Rev 2:17).
o Fourth Promise: Power over the nations, a rod of iron, and
the morning star (Rev 2:26-28).
o Fifth Promise: White garments and the Book of Life (Rev 3:5).
o Sixth Promise: A pillar in the temple of My God (Rev 3:12).
o Seventh Promise: Sit with Jesus on his throne (Rev 3:21).

Esther - Doing What is Right (Esther 2-8)

Long ago, in a country called Persia (Babylon),
there was a king named Xerxes. King Xerxes held a
royal beauty pageant and chose a girl named Esther
to be the queen. Esther was a Jew. Esther's cousin
Mordecai, was the leader of the Jews. The king's
highest adviser was a wicked man named Haman. He
hated the Jews and he especially hated Mordecai,
who had refused to bow down to him. So, Haman
made a plan to have every Jew in Persia killed.

When Mordecai learned of this plan, he told Esther
and said to her, “Who knows if perhaps you were
made queen for just such a time as this?" (Esther 4:14).
Esther made her own brave plan, and risked her life to
save her people. She invited Xerxes and Haman to a
dinner where she told the king that she was a Jew and
exposed Haman's scheme to have her and her people
killed. The king was outraged and ordered Haman
himself to be put to death in the same way he planned
to kill Mordecai. Mordecai was promoted to Haman's
position and the Jews were saved.

Esther - Doing What is Right (Esther 2-8)
Ask: What does it mean to be brave?
• Being brave is about doing what is right, even when it's hard.
Sometimes it can mean that we have to do things that we're scared
to do. But being brave doesn't mean that you don't ask for help - we
all need help from people we trust, like our families. God also
promises that he will help us whenever we call upon him.
Ask: How was Esther brave?
• When Esther learned that she and her people were in danger, she
prayed to God for three days. Then, she did something very brave,
but very scary - she risked her own life to go before King Xerxes and
try to save her people from Haman's plan. God was with her and
helped her do the right thing.
Ask: What do we learn about persecution in the story of Esther?
• King Xerxes' advisor, Haman, was a very nasty man. He hated the
Jews, partly because they wouldn't bow down to him like other
people did. So he tried to kill all of them.
• Sometimes there are people who get angry and violent with
Christians because we believe that there is only one true God and
we only worship him. In some places, these people try to mistreat
and even kill Christians. We should pray often for Christians who
are persecuted like this, that God will give them bravery and
strength like Esther.

Paul and Silas - Singing in Jail (Acts 16:16-34)

Paul and Silas were preaching and ministering to
people in a city called Philippi. There, Paul cast an evil
spirit out of a slave girl. When her owners realized this,
they were upset. They brought Paul and Silas to the
authorities and said they were causing trouble in
the city. The authorities ordered them to be beaten
with rods and thrown into jail, where the jailer was
told to guard them carefully. At midnight, Paul and
Silas prayed and sang praises to God so loudly that the
other prisoners heard them.

Suddenly, there was a great earthquake
that shook the jail. All the cell doors were
opened, and the chains broke off of the prisoners.
When one of the guards saw the open doors,
he fell down before Paul and Silas and said, "Sirs,
what must I do to be saved?" And they said to him,
"Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be
saved." The jailer and his whole household were
immediately baptized. He brought Paul and Silas
home with him and fed them.

Paul and Silas - Singing in Jail (Acts 16:16-34)
Ask: Why were Paul and Silas beaten and put in jail?
• Because they were telling people about Jesus and they helped a slave
girl be set free from an evil spirit.
Ask: What happened when Paul and Silas were praying and singing?
• God caused an earthquake to shake the walls of their jail until their
cell opened and their chains fell off!
Ask: What did the jailer ask Paul and Silas?
• "What must I do to be saved?"
Ask: How can you be saved?
• By believing and confessing that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior
(Acts 2:21, Romans 10:13).
Ask: What lessons can we learn from Paul and Silas?
• God is always with us, no matter what! Even though Paul and Silas
were in a bad place and had bad things happen to them, God was
always with them and watching over them.
• No matter what circumstances we're in, God can use us. Even when
they were in jail, God used Paul and Silas to minister to the jailer.
Because Paul and Silas were put in jail, the guard came to know Jesus.
• Even when things aren't going well, we should still look for ways to
worship God! Paul and Silas sang their favorite praise songs in the
middle of the jail. What praise songs would you sing?

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3)

Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, set up a golden
statue 90 feet high and commanded his officials to
bow down and worship it. Any who would not bow were
to be thrown into a blazing furnace. Some officials told
the king that there were three young men named
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego who refused to worship
the golden statue. The three told the king that God would be
with them if they were thrown into the furnace.
Nebuchadnezzar commanded that they be tied up and
thrown into the fire, heated seven times hotter than
normal, but when the king looked inside he saw four
people walking untied and unharmed in the flames, the
fourth "like a son of God."

Amazed, the king approached the
furnace
and
shouted,
“Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most
High God, come out! Come here!” The officials
crowded around them and saw that they
were completely unharmed and not even a
hair on their heads was singed. Then
Nebuchadnezzar promoted them to high
offices and said, “Praise be to the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has
sent his angel and rescued his servants! They
trusted in him and defied the king’s command
and were willing to give up their lives rather than
serve or worship any god except their own God."

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3)
Ask: What was different about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego?
• They showed that they believed in God by not doing what
everyone else around them was doing. They were willing to die
rather than disobey God. That's very brave!
• In the way you act, you can be an example (even to adults)! It
doesn't matter how young you are, people will notice that you're
different, and see God in how you act.
• Read 1 Timothy 4:12, "Don’t let anyone look down on you
because you are young, but be an example to all believers in what
you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your
purity."
Ask: Why were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego thrown into
the furnace?
• Because king Nebuchadnezzar wanted them to worship the
golden statue, but that wasn't right, so they refused. God doesn't
want us to put anything before him or worship anyone besides
him. But this made the king angry, so he tried to have them killed.
• Sometimes, you might get bullied for not doing what everyone
else is doing. But following God is more important than having
everyone like you. Pray for them to realize that what they are
doing is wrong, and be a good example to them.
• Remember that, in some places, people are being persecuted like
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego for following Jesus. Pray for
them to stay strong, and for God to protect them.
Ask: How can you stand strong for Jesus?
• Get their ideas. Be kind and loving to others (don't participate in
teasing, bullying, etc), obey your parents, be generous and willing
to share, be careful what you say, love God more than anything
else, say no to things that you know aren't good, etc.

OTHER ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS
• Watch The Story Keepers (Short Film Series)
o The Story Keepers is an animated Christian video series produced
by Zondervan. It tells the story of early Christians in Rome, living in
first-century Rome under intense persecution Emperor Nero. The
series consists of thirteen episodes and two compilation films.
They are all made available by Zondervan for free on YouTube (in
English and Spanish). For advent, we recommend "The Christmas
Story Keepers" compilation film.
• Set up an exhibit table about persecution at church.
• Make paper flags, doorknob hangers, or a bracelet to remind you to
pray for persecuted Christians.
• Make a paper chain and write the names of Christians to pray for on
the links.
• Help your church observe the International Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church.
• Put on a drama about suffering Christians.
• Worship outside and remember Christians whose churches have been
closed or destroyed.
• Learn some words in the language of a country you are praying for.
• Memorize Isaiah 41:10 and Psalm 107:19 and use them as prayers for
persecuted Christians.
• Find the names of leaders of restricted nations in the World Factbook
(https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/) and
pray for them.
• Hold an overnight lock-in that focuses on persecution.

For more information and to learn more about the
persecuted Church, visit our website at
KingdomMissionSociety.org.

To give to our fund for persecuted believers, please visit
KingdomMissionSociety.org/Donate.

