Kingdom Mission Society
“Seeing Christ at Work in Others”

July 25, 2017
The Honorable Ben Sasse
136 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Sasse:
We write you thanking you for your diligent work in healthcare reform. We regularly
pray for you and your staff for wisdom and encouragement.
As the reform debate has progressed, many Evangelical, Pentecostal and Catholic
partners have undoubtedly been weighing in on several critical concerns. We support
our colleagues in their diligent work in upholding the Sanctity of Life and the important
safeguards necessary to ensure that people of faith can operate in good conscience in
any healthcare environment. We, however, are limiting our commentary and focus to
Medicaid.
We acknowledge that spending must be balanced against a proper handling of debt. Any
expenditure in government—for national defense, social safety net programs and other
legitimate priorities—must be weighed against cost and revenues. Still, a budget ought
to properly prioritize providing support for our most vulnerable citizens to the greatest
extent possible.
The Medicaid program is a primary mechanism to provide basic coverage for the elderly,
individuals and families. The current proposals before the Congress embodied in the
American Healthcare Act of 2017 (AHCA) and Better Care Reconciliation Act 2017 shift
costs too substantially on states like Alaska, Alabama, West Virginia, Montana and
others—states where meeting their year-to-year budgets are difficult enough.
In its current form the AHCA and Better Care Reconciliation Act of 2017 would bankrupt
many state budgets and force those states to choose which of the sick and poor can’t be
helped.
There are other ways to run an efficient and cost-effective social safety net program like
Medicaid, which don’t involve non-specific reductions in spending. We believe those
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options ought to be exhausted before costs are shifted too quickly on states with
significant consequences to the poor.
We are concerned that the debate before the U.S. House and now the U.S. Senate has
done very little to actually reform or look at the growing cost of Medicaid, instead an illadvised per-capita-cap has been the main policy measure discussed.
Per-capita-cap sounds good in theory, but the truth is that without being specific with
reforms, simply limiting federal commitments shift the cost to states. While progressive
states may very well raise taxes to continue to offer the same type and kind of benefits,
many states with limited fiscal options will be forced to limit eligibility. This is a reform
that will fall disproportionately on those least able to handle them, and no amount of
flexibility from the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services can compensate for this
fundamental gap in funding.
Measures like a short-term and long-term stability fund are inadequate to the long term
cost shift, and again this way of thinking about Medicaid neither leaves government
more efficient nor incentivizes the private sector or the faith based community to think
of innovative ways to move people towards self- sufficiency and self-dependence. In
fact paying for the premiums of those who might lose coverage out of the stability fund
is significantly more expensive for states to administer.
The per capita cap and the quick timetable for ramping down Medicaid Expansion and
additional cuts to Traditional Medicaid are of particular concern.
While Senators Cassidy (R-LA) and Graham (R-SC) are in the process of proposing
additional tools that may very well address some of our core concerns, only Senator
Collins (R-ME) and Murkowski (R-AK) have said that what is done to Medicaid is a
fundamental concern of theirs. We also note the ongoing work of Senator Capito (RWV), Heller (R-NV), Moran (R-KS), Young (R-IN), and Portman (R-OH) on Medicaid.
Given the inadequate solutions to Medicaid to date we would urge you to vote No on
the Motion to Proceed and any subsequent bills that do not fully address these
concerns.
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In its current form we do not support the BCRA provisions on Medicaid Expansion and
Traditional Medicaid. We do not endorse a bill either in part or in full, but we are
particularly concerned with the Medicaid provisions of the BCRA as they are currently
written.
We have an ongoing public letter from faith leaders, which you can read here:
https://kingdommissionsociety.org/2017/07/10/an-open-public-letter-on-debatebefore-u-s-senate-and-house-on-health-care/
We also have made our views publicly known, which you can find here:
https://kingdommissionsociety.org/2017/07/11/kingdom-mission-society-placinghealth-care-ads-in-alaska-west-virginia-maine-ohio-and-nevada/
Sincerely,

Alexei Laushkin
Executive Director
Kingdom Mission Society
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